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~ WELCOME TO: 

THE LATINO HEALTH SUMMIT ~ 
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 Summit Executive Summary 
 
The 7th Ohio Latino Health Summit took place on July 28, 2017. the sum-
mit was hosted by the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and our 
five Partners LULAC Ohio, The Ohio Commission on Minority Health, Clos-
ing the Health Gap, Mercy Health and Proctor & Gamble. The Summit was 
held at the University of Cincinnati Medical Center in their Medical Scienc-
es building and Kresge Auditorium.  The many area of the building were 
used for the exhibitors area and the registration desk. 

 
This year’s theme was  “Integrate – Educate – Empower” which covered three 

general main Areas: (1) Healthcare workforce and resource development, (2) 
Navigating the healthcare system, and (3) Behavioral and mental health. A 
big emphasis was made on a “Call to action” which allowed the opportunity to 
continue the work started at the summit in the form of three mini grants and 
the 1st Medical student Hispanic Scholarship in the health field was set in 
place in collaboration with LULAC Ohio. In addition the 1st Ohio Latino 
Health Summit Champion of the year was award.. 
 
The primary highlight of the summit was our prestigious keynote, Dr. Anto-
nia Coello Novello, 14th Surgeon General of the United States that presented 
a wonderful and motivational overview of Latino Health across the country. 
Our 6 year partner LULAC was key in obtaining her presence  and partici-
pation. 
 
The 2017 Summit offered different learning environments for the audience, 
including three plenary sessions, six workshops, and a keynote. Ample net-
working opportunities were built into the event, together with thirty-four  Ex-
hibitors, which offered local and state resources along with the opportunity to 
enhance relationships between partners and participants. 
 
Approximately 250 attendees, exhibitors, and contributors participated in the 
event, representing five major counties: Butler, Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamil-
ton, and Lucas county and three states: Ohio, Illinois, and Kentucky. 
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2017 Ohio Latino Health Summit 

“Integrate-Educate-Empower” 
July 28, 2017 

8:00 am – 3:30 pm 

 

2017 Ohio Latino Health Summit 

“Integrate – Educate - Empower” 
July 28, 2017 / 8:00 am – 3:30 pm 

 AGENDA 

 8:00am    Registration - Breakfast – Networking - Exhibitors 

 8:30am    WELCOME 

 8:45am – 9:15am  Psychiatric Care For Hispanics, It’s More Than just Medications”  

    - Roberto R. Soria, M.D.  

 

 11:35am – 12:20pm Lunch and Networking/Exhibitors 

 12:30pm – 1:30pm  Keynote Speaker Dr. Antonia Novello  

    “In Health and Life Hispanics are More Than Statistics” 

 1:30pm   – 2:30pm  2nd Plenary Presentation: Facing the Opiate Crisis Panel”:  

     Moderator: Judge  Marilyn Zayas-Davis 

     Dr. Anahi Ortiz / Franklin Co. Coroner 

     Judge Mellissa Powers, Judge Lisa Allen & Daniel P. Meloy   

 2:30pm – 3:00pm  3rd Plenary: Call for action/Next Steps on Outstanding Health Project 

 3:00pm – 3:30pm  Closing (Partner/Sponsor/Host) / LHS Awards 

 

 
  

Block A 

Workforce & Resources Devel-

opment  

Conference Room – Auditorium 

Block B 

Navigating the Healthcare 

System 

Conference Room – 5051 

Block C 

 Behavioral & Mental Health 

Conference Room - 7051 

9:30am- 

10:30am  

  

“Training the next generation:  

Developing a health care work-

force to serve Latino popula-

tions in the future” 

Moderator:  Christy O’Dea., MD  

- Ligia Gomez, MA 

- Andrew Parrish 

- Diane Ceo-Difrancesco  

- Derek Petrey, Ph.D. 

 “Navigating Healthcare Sys-

tem Panel”  

 

Moderator: Cathy Rafales 

- Natal Care: Araceli Ortiz 

- Primary Care: Maria Messer  

- Navigator Expert: Emily Fish-

er 

“The role of Integrated Behav-

ioral Specialists in Healthcare” 

 – Dr. Larry Graham  

10:35am

-

11:35am  

“2017 Health Value Dashboard”   

  

– Amy Rohling McGee 

“Community-Partnersed 

Approaches to Latino Health 

in Cincinnati” 

 

- Farrah Jacquez,, Ph. D. 

- Lisa M. Vaughn, Ph.D. 

 Student Presentations 

“Grassroots Best Practices in 

Behavioral & Mental Health” 

Panel  

Moderator:  

Regina Vogt-Purdon, LISW-S 

Panelists:  

- Dr. Angela D. Ledgerwood, Ph.D. 

- Maritza Maldonado Dyers  

- Dr. Maria Espinola, Psy.D. 

- Sarah Madrigal MSW, LSW  
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~ Opening & Welcome ~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
Dean William S. Ball, MD 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
Christy Odea, MD 

LULAC Ohio 
State Director  Laura Moese 

Ohio  Latino Affairs Commission 
Executive Director, Lilly Cavanaugh 
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~ KEYNOTE SPEAKER ~ 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Antonia C. Novello, M.D., MPH, DrPH 

14th Surgeon General of the United States 

“In Health and Life Hispanics are more than Statistics” 

 

Dr. Antonia Coello Novello was sworn in on March 9, 1990 to serve as the 14th 
Surgeon General of the U.S. Public Health Service. Her appointment marked two 
firsts: Dr. Novello became the first woman and the first Hispanic ever to hold this 
position.  As Surgeon General, Dr. Novello spoke to our audience on health mat-
ters such as smoking, AIDS, diet and nutrition, environmental health hazards 
and the importance of immunization and disease prevention., violence and spear-
heading efforts for national legislation.  
 
Without a doubt, the crowing highlight of the summit was Dr. Novello that with 
her overview of Latino Health across the country, her lessons learned while serv-
ing as Surgeon General and her perspective on how Latinos must play an active 
role in organizing and increasing community responsibility to improve health 
practices. It culminated onto the “Call for Action” and theme of our conference to 
“Integrate * Educate * Empower” that created a sense of inspiration with such 
motivational sensation that produced a standing ovation from the complete body 
of the participants for Dr. Novello words and inspiration. Finally, we included in 
our summit this year a video recording of our keynote that is now embedded on 
our OCHLA website: http://ochla.ohio.gov/EventsCalendar/
OCHLAAnnualEvents/OhioLatinoHealthSummit/LatinoHealthSummit2017.aspx 
 

 

 

 

 

http://ochla.ohio.gov/EventsCalendar/OCHLAAnnualEvents/OhioLatinoHealthSummit/LatinoHealthSummit2017.aspx
http://ochla.ohio.gov/EventsCalendar/OCHLAAnnualEvents/OhioLatinoHealthSummit/LatinoHealthSummit2017.aspx
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“Psychiatric Care for Hispanics, It’s More Than 

Just Medications” 
Kresge Auditorium / 8:45 am - 9:15 am 

Presenter 

Psychiatrist, Roberto M. Soria, M.D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
“2017 Health Value Dashboard” Presentation 

Block A / 10:35 am – 11:35 am / Kresge Auditorium 
Presenter 

 
Amy Rohling McGee  
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“Training the Next Generation: Developing a Health Care Work-
force to Serve Latino Populations in the Future” Panel 

 

Block A / 9:30 am – 10:30 am / Kresge Auditorium 
 

This interprofessional panel reviewed the current models and best practices for inspiring 
and training health care professionals to provide services to the Latino community in the       

  future.   

 

 

  Moderator: Christy O’Dea, MD 

 
 
 

 

 

    Panelists: 

 

Ligia C. Gomez, MA                     Diane Ceo-Difrancesco,   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     Andrew Parrish        Derek Petrey, Ph. D.  
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    “Navigating the Health Care System” Panel 
 

Block B / 9:30 am - 10:30 am / Conference Room 5051 

 

 

Moderator: Cathy Rafales , MHA 

 

 

 

 Panelists: 

 

Araceli Ortiz, STNA    

      Emily Fisher  

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maria Messer 
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“Community-Partnered Approaches to Latino 

Health in Cincinnati” Presentation 
 

Block B / 10:35 am - 11:35 am / Conference Room 5051 

 

The presentations included two examples of collaboration between community and aca-

demic partners that improves the health of Latinos in Cincinnati. First, Dr. Jacquez 
from the University of Cincinnati and Dr. Vaughn from Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

and presented their work with Latino immigrants as research partners providing a com-
munity-based, peer-delivered stress and coping intervention. Secondly, Anna Straus, 
Manoj Ambalavanan, Chad Stephens, and Caroline Hensley presented the University of 

Cincinnati’s Student-Run Free Clinic, a partnership between medical students, academ-
ic researchers, and The Healing Center, a not-for-profit faith based organization that 

aims to offer practical, social and spiritual support for both individuals and families, 
largely of (though not prohibited to) the Latino community .  

 

 

   Farrah Jacquez, Ph.D.            &          Lisa M. Vaughn, Ph.D.  
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Breakout  

Session:  The Role 
of Integrated Be-

havioral specialists 
in Healthcare.  

Dr. Larry Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakout  Session:  “Navigating the Healthcare system” Panel; 
Cathy Rafales, Araceli Ortiz, Maria Messer & Emily Fisher 
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“Grassroots Best Practices in Behavioral & Mental Health” Panel 

Block C / 10:35am - 11:35am / Conference Room 7051 

 

Moderator:   Regina Vogt-Purdon Panelists  

 

 

 

 

Panelists: 

Maritza Maldonado Dyer          Angela D. Ledgerwood, Ph.D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Espinola, Psy. D 

         Sarah Madrigal, MSW, LSW 
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    “Facing the Opiate Crisis” Panel 
 

Second Plenary Session / 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm / Kresge Auditorium 

 

Moderator: Judge Marilyn Zayas  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panelists: 
 
Franklin County Coroner Dr. Anahi Ortiz   Judge Melissa Powers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

        Daniel Meloy      Judge Lisa Allen  
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~ Ohio Latino Health Summit Champion ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2017— 1st Ohio Latino Health Summit Champion of the year Awardee 
Dan Almaguer for + 30 years of work in health field & 6 years volunteer work 

in the Ohio Health Summit with LULAC  from it’s inception in 2011. 
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2017 Latino Health Summit By the Numbers 
 
The 2017 Ohio Latino Health 
Summit was made possible by 
our Host the University of Cin-
cinnati College of Medicine and 
our  Partners LULAC Ohio, 
The Ohio Commission on Mi-

nority Health, Closing the 
Health Gap, Mercy Health and 
Procter & Gamble.  

 

 
 
 
Through these collaborative efforts in coordination with our wonderful key-
note Dr. Antonia Novello, over 250 participants, 26 contributors, 34 exhibitors 
from 16 total counties, 3 states and gathered to learn about healthcare work-
force and resource development, navigating the healthcare system, and be-
havioral and mental health in our community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners: 7 

Participants 250 

Contributors: 26 

Exhibitors: 34 

Counties Represented: 18 

States Represented: 3 

Mini Grants 3 
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Feedback and Next Steps 

 

Overall, our Ohio Latino Affairs Commission received commendations 
for an excellent job in bringing together over 250 participants, and in 
the logistics with registration and all logistics for the executing of the 
2017 Ohio Latino Health Summit (“the Summit”). We have outlines 
some of the areas discussed with our staff, steering committee and 
partners a follows: 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS: 
 

Increased collaboration 

The University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and Mercy Hospital 
collaborated with our agency to host the event. Our planning commit-
tee consisted of a broad collaboration between health professionals, cli-
nicians, and Latino leaders resulting in a strong alliance among differ-
ent sectors of the SW Ohio community  that understood the needs of 

the community.  

 

Cultural competence  

These topics were included in all sessions, providing healthcare profes-
sionals from different backgrounds a broader understanding of the His-
panic community throughout our state. Networking opportunities en-
hanced dialogue among health care experts, social service providers, 

and Latino leaders. 

 

High participants’ satisfaction 

Over 85% of participants surveyed responded positively about their ex-
perience at the Summit. One participant commented, “All of the data 
was very informative and very well displayed,” while another com-

menter stated, “There was nothing that was unhelpful/irrelevant.”  

 

Video Recordings of the Keynote speech, the Opening and the 

Champion of the Year Award. 
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Creation of first Latino Medical student scholarship in partnership 

with LULAC Ohio. 

 

Best attended sessions  

The top three attended sessions were:  

"Community-Partnered Approaches to Latino Health in Cincinnati”. 

1) "Grassroots Best Practices in Behavioral & Mental Health Panel".  

2) "Training the next generation: Developing a health care workforce to serve 

Latino populations in the future".   

 

This affirm the selection made by the planning committee on the main topics of 

interest for the event. Surveys for each of the breakout sessions  and the over-

all 2017 summit survey, as well as samples of the tote bag and  program book-

let can be requested for further review. 

 

IMPROVEMENT AREAS 

 

Handouts and materials 

Participants requested the availability of more power point presentations as 

handouts to follow during the presentations. 

 

Support team and volunteers 

The team performed well in registration and traffic flow for the summit; how-

ever, more details regarding parking alternatives (due to traffic and construc-

tion) was requested. 

 

Networking 

A suggestion was made to host a summit topic-related networking activity or a 

small event for participants to meet, and emphasize the importance of keeping 

the focus of healthcare on the Latino population.  



 18 

 

2017 Ohio Latino Health Summit  

Steering Committee 
   

Christy O’Dea, MD 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Assistant Professor  

of Family, and Community Medicine 
 

Lilly Cavanaugh 
Ohio Latino Affairs Commission 

Executive Director 
 

Laura Moese 
LULAC, Ohio Director 

 
Tiffany Diers. MD 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Assistant Professor 

Program Director, Internal Medicine Residency Program 

  
Marco Peña 
 Mercy Health 

 Director, Physician Enterprise Communications 

 
Navdeep S. Kang, Psy.D., HSP, CGP 

Mercy Health 

Director of Operations, Behavioral Health Institute 

 
Maria Messer 

SU CASA HISPANIC CENTER 

Bilingual Health Promotion Supervisor 

 Lourdes Ribera 
LULAC Immediate Past Ohio Director 

  
Dan Almaguer 

LULAC Ohio Health Director 
 

Lair Marin-Marcum 
OCHLA, Community Liaison 
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                              ~ Thank you &  Closing  ~ 
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PARTNERS 

Thank you to our Host & Partners: 


