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Objectives

o Investigate designing principles of Ohio’s ELP  

standards to determine their role in SLIFE  

instruction.

○ Analyze the belief that SLIFE students can and  

should be exposed to grade level standards.

○ Create activities that engage all ELs in grade  

level standards with appropriate scaffolds.



What Works in Instruction  

of Students with Interrupted  
Formal Education

Effective Programs for English Language Learners (ELL)  

with Interrupted Formal Education

○ Program Structures

○ Literacy Development

○ Math Instruction

www.doe.in.gov/englishlanguagelearning

http://www.doe.in.gov/englishlanguagelearning


SLIFE Instruction is not

Remedial Instruction

“It is not the case that these students have  
“missed” learning something the first, second, or  
third time it was taught to them, but rather they  
have never had the opportunity to learn the  
content of skill in the first place nor had the  
opportunity to develop the necessary and  
expected literacy and academic language.”

DeCapua & Marshal, 2011



Explicit Skill Instruction

○ Reading strategies

○ Independent learning strategies

○ Study skills and strategies

○ Note-taking skills and strategies

○ Technology skills

○ Collaboration and group-work skills

WIDA Consortium, 2015





To develop college and career

readiness, ELLs will need to….

Fundamental Shifts for ELLs

○ Engage with complex oral presentations and texts

to build knowledge across the curriculum

○ Use evidence to argue, inform, and analyze

○ Work and write collaboratively, understanding

multiple perspectives, and presenting ideas

These shifts imply a deeper focus on language uses  
than previously required!



Core Access for ALL Students

“Ohio sets and maintains high  
expectations that all students will  
have access to the full range of  
grade-level and course content  
standards.”

Ohio’s Accessibility Manual, October, 2015



Guiding Principles of ELPA  

Standards Development  

(SLIFE Specific)



Guiding Principle #1

○ ELs have the same potential as native speakers  

of English to engage in cognitively complex  

tasks.

○ Regardless of ELP level, all ELs need access to  

challenging, grade appropriate curriculum and  

instruction

○ They benefit from activities requiring them to  

create linguistic output



“Low English proficiency and
lack of content knowledge  
are not indicators of  
academic ability or  
potential.”

(DeCapua, Smathers, & Tang, 2009)



Turn and Talk

What is Rigor?

Does the definition of Rigor

change for instruction of ELs?



Text Complexity

○ “Students will read the central, grade-

appropriate text around which instruction is  

centered. Teachers will need to create  

more time and space in the curriculum for  

this close and careful reading, and provide  

necessary scaffolding and supports so that  

it is possible for students reading below  

grade level…students constantly build the  

academic language they need to access  

grade-level complex texts”



“It is important to remember that  

complex text that students will  

closely read is only a fraction of the  

text students should access. English  

learners, and all students, should still  

have access to and should read a

variety of texts that may be more  

closely matched to the students'  
proficiency levels.”

Hermann, 2015



Cycle of Close Reading

○ Read multiple times, in different ways

○ Read in sections

○ Annotate and using note catchers to

prompt and capture thinking

○ Talk about ideas with table partner

○ Collect evidence to inform writing



Adler and Van Doren’s Close

Reading

Each reading should accomplish a separate  
purpose:

○ Reading 1: Allow reader to determine what
text says

○ Reading 2: Allow reader to determine how  
a text works

○ Reading 3-4: Allow reader to evaluate the  
quality and value of the text and to  
connect the text to other texts

Shanahan, 2014



Scaffolding Grade Level Texts



Guiding Principle #2

○ ELs’ “funds of knowledge” are useful tools to  

help them navigate back and forth among  

their schools and communities’ valuable  

resources as they develop the social,  

cultural, and linguistic competencies for  

effective communication in English

○ An awareness of culture should be embedded  

within curriculum, instruction, and assessment.



Funds of Knowledge

“…the skills and knowledge that  
have been historically and  
culturally developed to enable an  
individual or household to function  
within a given culture.”

(Luis Moll, 1992)



What must be taught?

Where must we be flexible?

○ Consider whether specific practices  

are common or uncommon in the  

student’s native country

○ Group work

○ Interdependence vs. interdependence  

(homework, plagiarism issues, etc.)

○ Expressing opinions



Guiding Principle #4

○ ELs at all proficiency levels should be  

provided with scaffolding in order to reach  

the next proficiency level

○ Type and intensity of the scaffolding depends  

on student’s ability to undertake the particular  

task independently while upholding  

appropriate complexity.





Adapted Materials and

Scaffolding

○ Consider the essential standards

○ Ohio’s ELP and OLS

○ Age appropriate materials

○ No “dumbing down”



Guiding Principle #5

○ ELs with limited or interrupted formal education  

must be provided access to targeted supports  

that allow them to develop foundational  

literacy skills in an accelerated time frame.

○ Refer to the CCSS for ELA section “Reading

Foundational Skills” for this purpose





Essential Questions





More Literature

Foundations





Algebra - bridging the  

gap with consistent  

vocabulary  

instructional strategies



Foundations in Vocabulary



Foundations in

Social Studies



Guiding Principle #8

○ Relevant, strategic, and appropriate  

multimedia tools and technology, aligned to  

the ELP Standards, should be integrated into  

the design of curriculum, instruction, and  

assessment for ELs.

○ New understanding about literacy with digital

and visual literacies.



Appropriate Media Tools



Questions?


