
 

Beginning today, Columbus Public Health will step up inspections on businesses to assure they are 
complying with the Ohio Department of Health’s orders for social distancing and basic hygiene to slow 
the spread of COVID- 19. 

“We are at a critical moment in slowing the spread of this highly infectious disease in our community,” 
said Mayor Andrew J. Ginther. “We have received hundreds of complaints that some businesses are 
not complying with the Ohio Department of Health’s orders, and we must assure that employees and 
residents are safe.” 

Teams of sanitarians will visit businesses to assess the number of people working, if they are able to 
work at a safe distance from one another and if soap, water or hand sanitizer are readily available. 
Those not in compliance will receive a warning letter. A second violation will result in citations and 
could lead to criminal charges. 

“We are pleased that most people and businesses are doing their part to slow the spread of COVID-19 
by following the Ohio Department of Health’s orders,” said Dr. Mysheika Roberts, Health 
Commissioner for Columbus Public Health. “However, we continue to receive complaints from 
residents that some businesses are not following these orders. We will be sending our teams out to 
investigate these complaints in order to protect the health and safety of our community.” 

Columbus Public Health will not be weighing in on whether a company or workers are essential, only if 
the place of employment is in compliance with the order. Guidelines for Essential Businesses can be 
found at corona.ohio.gov.  

“Businesses want to do the right thing, but may not know the full extent of the state’s social distancing 
and safe hygiene requirements. That’s why educating business owners and the public about how we 
slow the spread of COVID-19 is so important,” said City Attorney Zach Klein. “Our ‘education first, 
citation second’ approach allows people to learn about the state’s order while still giving health 
officials and law enforcement the ability to issue a citation if someone refuses to cooperate.” 

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjcuMTkzOTY0MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2NvdmlkLTE5L2hvbWUvcHVibGljLWhlYWx0aC1vcmRlcnMvZGlyZWN0b3JzLW9yZGVyLXRvLXN0YXktYXQtaG9tZT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ._1YgCxgBXdG0fuw4Y7NDC68Iqbqav8XhLlqezcim92E%2Fbr%2F76710246277-l&data=02%7C01%7Clilleana.cavanaugh%40ochla.state.oh.us%7C4277260abc2842bf03b308d7d2623c79%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637209191677068470&sdata=CgrbRd2K4r9rHWf7BcARfvj13vSp0COK%2Bf4R6P%2BkpDA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjcuMTkzOTY0MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2NvdmlkLTE5Lz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.fP9GO7oAUqc5HbLj-1xVCw9BJXpoto-bqdbnSzwX5jI%2Fbr%2F76710246277-l&data=02%7C01%7Clilleana.cavanaugh%40ochla.state.oh.us%7C4277260abc2842bf03b308d7d2623c79%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637209191677078428&sdata=uyjhLJL%2F%2Bodf785iumyh8RI%2FOqPRWnahV5OS2Q8aVvM%3D&reserved=0

